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Government Whistleblowers Perceiy 
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By Ward Sinclair 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Whistieblowing,. that often lonely, 
conscience-driven act of calling the 
boss to book, has become enoush of 
an institution that conferences now 
are held on the subject. 

Just such a conference has been go-: 
ing on here this weekend, involving 
some of the biggest names in recent 
whistleblowing—ElMsberg, Stockwell, 
Snepp, Conrad, Mancuso and others 
of lesser renown. 

- This second annual session was: 
staged by the Institute for Policy! 
Studies, which attracted several hun-| 
dred government and congr eestonall 
workers to hear case histories and be 
encouraged to blow their whistles. . 

It takes some hours of listening tol 
these vignettes’ and hearing the sto-| 
ries of punishment and retaliation to, 
catch a common strain = that runs. 
through them all. ; 
Your average whitleblower turns 
‘out not to be the ranting kook of pop- 
ular perception. More often, he is a 
frustrated agency employe who goes 
public because he believes his superi- 
ors are suppressing the truth. 

And, just as often, he suffers perse- 
cution, relegation to the bureaucratic 
deep-freeze or outright firing for hav- 
ing sone outside the agency channels | 
that did not respond to ‘him in the | 
first place.° , 

If there were any central tone ae 
ning through this conference, it ‘was| 
underlined by Morton Halperin, the: 
former national security aide whose 
telephone was illegally tapped by a. 
Nixon administration that thought he} 
was a “leak.” 

Halperin warne dthe whistleblowers 
that their peril is likely to be greater 
under the Carter administration, | 
which he said “has succeeded where’ 
Richard Nixon failed.”~ | 

Halperin and others said the Carter 
White House. is moving directly! 
against whistleblo 
by a series of actions, including sup-: 
port of a criminal code revision, de-; 
signed to make disclosure of govern. | 


ment information a crime or at least a 
breach of nebulous contract. .. 

“Any last remaining hope'that any- 
body had that this ane ak 
would be. different is gone,” he said. 
“Tf the enemy is not us, he at least is| 
always the man in the White House.” 

Sen. James Abourezk (D-S.D.), spou- 
sor of a strong bill to protect the due- 
process rights of nie apoio tina used 
even tougher language. . . 

_ “This administration hes cynically 
ignored its campaign promises. in this 
area,” Abourezk said. “It~ignores the 
evils of the past. It refuses to prev ent 
a repetition of such evils.> e) 

“J can only conclude that this Ha. 
ministration, without a’ doubt, is delib-; 
erately pursuing a Nixonesque policy 
of retaliation, intimidation and sup-] 
pression of whistleblowers, their reve:| 
lations and their complaints,” he said. : 

Moreover, he added, “In agency af- 
ter agency the same thugs who ld 
ized government workers’ and be-) 
trayed the public trust under Nixon 
and Ford are doing business as. ust 
al. ” é 1 . | 

He said the Civil Service Commis-| 
sion “has run a whistleblowers’ grave-| 
yard over there. No honest civil serv-| 
ant worthy of the name would either 
trust or seek out the commission in| 
the interests of fair play and justice.” 

Abourezk said that more than fair | 
play is involved, citing the troubles of! 
Frank Snepp and John Stockwell, the! 
former CIA men who wrote books; 
critical of agency operations in- Viet- 
nam and Angola. 

“Snepp and Stockwell did not sign| 
away their First Amendment rights,” 
he said. “The agency is not the mas-) 
ter, nor the employe its slave.” | 

The two, among the more cele- 
brated whistleblowers of the_ year, 
were on hand together Friday evening: 
as panel members to discuss ‘their; 
rales. 

- Snepp said he agrees “generally that, 
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“the ‘government. is “tightening “the | 


screws on the intelligence commu- 
nity,” but that potential whistleblow- 
ers at the CIA have a responsibility to; 
“stand up and face- the legal conSe- 


quences of their actions as well.” 

Like Snepp, Stockwell professed: 
strong belief in the intelligence-gath-; 
ering function of the CIA, But, he saidj 
that bungled covert operations 
abroad, such as the one in Angoia. that. 
he wrote about, do the United States 
more harm than good, 

“Whistleblowers should be given: 
support and help,” said Stockwell, | 
who resigned from the CIA in April 
1977 after heading the agency's An- 
gola task force. 

Daniel . Elisberg, _. tbe man 


leaked the Pentagon Papers to the} 
press, talked along the same iiies. 
urging whistleblowers not to let per | 
sonal risk. outweigh the need to have 


all sides of public issues aired pub- 
licly. 4 
He was explaining his latest civil ; 
disobedience activity, outside a nu- 
clear arms facility near Denver, an 
talking about the arms race when, o 
a enough. the whistle was blown on 
1m. . , 
Conference coordinator: Ralph Sta: 
vins warned Ellsberg his time was 
running out, then finally stopped hint, 
“But we're talking about the way 
the world may end,” Ellsberg pro- 
tested as he walked off, his a y tet 
hanging in the balance. ~ 
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